138	RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
Passing now from this point about dinners, we come to .the im-
portant point of marriage. And here, too, it appears that the Peshvas
on their part initiated a change of custom which, however, failed to
get itself established. I am not now referring to Bajirav's left-handed
marriage with Mastani; but Balaji Bajirav, who was, of course, of
the Chitpavan or Konkanastha section of the Brahman caste, viz.
Deshastha. liaAnd it is said, though no written authority is forth-
coming for the statement, that Balaji had also married a Karhada
girl, in order to secure the ultimate complete amalgamation of three
of the great sections of the Brahmans community—v/z. Deshasthas,
Konkanasthas and Karhadas. The object, however, has not been at-
tained, and it is still usual, to put it in the mildest language, to look
askance at intermarriages11* amongst the several subdivisions.
It is curious to notice that even in the days of Peshva rule, there
had come into existence a number of Brahmans who were unable
to help in the performance of ordinary religious ceremonies. In the
sketch, already once referred to, of the last days of Parashuram Bhau
Patvardhan, we read that after the fuel had been collected for the
cremation of the great warrior's corpse, and some Bhikshuks, or
priestly Brahmans, had been got together from the village near the
place of cremation, the Karkun, Naro Hari Karandikar, wished to
imrn the body with the proper mantras and ceremonies, but a good
Brahman could not be secured for the occasion; the Joshis of the
village were sheer dunces; and so the body had to be burnt with an
unconsecrated fire.114
A similar instance of ignorance, perhaps, however, more excusable
than this, is recorded in connection with the death of the famous
Svami of Dhavadasi, the Mahapurusha of Bajirav I, and others. We
read in the Bakhar of Brahmedra Svami of Dhavadasi, that the atten-
dant Brahmans performed the ceremonies consequent on his death,
with the Ritual Book in their hands. Even with this aid, however,
"•Letters, Memoranda &c. (K.L Sangraha), p. 541. Peshva Sakavali, p.
18. I have recently had an opportunity, thanks to the kindness of Mr. V. V. Lele
of the Poona Bar, of seeing a modern compilation from miscellaneous sources
known as Pend&e's Diary. There as in the two authorities just adduced, only
two marriages of Balaji Bajirav are mentioned while reference is also made
to Balaji's kept mistresses. There is room, therefore, for reasonable doubt
about the statement regarding the Karhada marriage.
u*They do, take place, but on extremely rare occasions. The Jnana Prakash
newspaper says that even dining together was extremely unusual among these
three divisions before the tunes of Bajirav.
"^Letters, memoranda &c. (K.I. Sangraha) p. 300. The statement in
NIgadkar> recently published Biography that Parashuram Bhau was burnt
with l&e usual ceremonies (p. 125) is not consistent with the Sketch referred
to, which expressly speaks of a Bhadagni. The story mentioned by Grant Duff,
Vol HI, pp. 185-& note, about the inhuman treatment of the corpse by the
Maharaja of Kolhapur (which seems to have been merely reproduced by Capt*
Robertson, in his Life of Nana Fadanavis, p. 1677 without any addition or
modification, or apparently corroboration from original documents seen by
himself) is not supported by the Sketch of Karandikar. The story offers a
curious instance of how error arises from accepting second hand reports not
embodying direct evidence.

